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SKIN CANCER ACTION WEEK 

Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.53 pm]: Last Saturday, together with Dr Steve Bingham and Tracey Drage 
from Modern Medical Clinics, I had the privilege of hosting a free skin cancer spot check clinic out of my district 
office as part of Skin Cancer Action Week. We had 35 registered attendees and a number of walk-ins to get 
checked, and as a result of the clinic, a high number of various skin cancers were identified. Unfortunately, there 
was a significant number of basal and squamous cell carcinomas found across those who attended. As we know, 
BCC and SCC skin cancers are quite common, but if left untreated and unidentified can be quite fatal. At least 
one, and possibly two, melanomas were also identified. Unfortunately, Australia has one of the highest per capita 
rates of melanoma in the world, with it being the third most common cancer for both men and women and the most 
common cancer affecting those aged 15 to 39 years. The feedback from Dr Bingham is that undoubtedly the event 
saved at least one life, and I remain concerned from the feedback of those who attended that they do not take skin 
cancer checks seriously enough. Given the success of this event, I hope to host such a free spot check clinic for 
skin cancer every year that I am elected to the district of Dawesville. I extend an offer to all members of this place 
that I would be more than happy to provide any planning and associated documents if they would like to host a similar 
skin cancer spot check awareness event in their districts. It is an important opportunity to help spread the awareness 
of skin cancer and, indeed, an event such as this can help save lives. 

I would like to again thank Dr Bingham and Tracey from Modern Medical Clinics and my team in my district office 
for putting this important event together. Skin cancer is often called Australia’s national cancer, and I encourage 
all Western Australians to get regular checks so that we can help prevent this cancer from killing so many of us. 
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